NASSH CONVENTION 2016
The 44th Annual Convention of the North American Society for Sport
History, hosted by Georgia Tech University at the at Georgia Tech
University Hotel and Conference Center in Atlanta, GA, May 27-31, 2016
was a great success. Here are some of the highlights and honorable
mentions:














FROM THE EDITORS
Welcome to a new NASSH Newsletter! We
look to provide useful information to NASSH
members on a bi-annual basis, each Fall and
Spring, such as:

Many thanks to superb Convention Manager and Assistant
Convention Manager, Mary McDonald and Jennifer Sterling,
the annual NASSH Convention, upcoming
respectively, along with their helpful staff.
conventions/conferences related to sport
Kudos as well to a hard working program committee chaired by
history or allied areas, NASSH Committee
Jan Todd. Her committee included Kim Beckwith, Adam Criblez,
news, NASSH member profiles, and
Bieke Gils, Tolga Ozyurtcu, and Jason Shurley.
Attendance was 214. This convention featured the largest
information that may be of interest to the
number of graduate papers presented in the history of NASSH.
membership. We are excited about this
This year’s program included a wide variety of paper topics and
renewed venture and hope to fulfill the needs
sessions, from “Olympic Games” and “Muscles as Message” to
of NASSH members. Please remember though
“Aboriginal Sport” and “Canadian Hockey.” (49 Sessions, 164
that this is your newsletter, so send your
papers, four panels, and eight commentaries )
contributions, comments and ideas to us. We
Lively discussion at the three panels: “Reflections on the
are keen to ensure all NASSH members get
R*DSKINS,” “Playing it Again: Scholars Writing Sport History for a
the opportunity to contribute and shape the
Popular Audience,” “Writing About basketball: History, Culture,
newsletter.
Politics,” and “Working: What Sport Historians Would Tell Studs
Terkel”
An excellent and informative “Reet and Maxwell Howell
International Honor Address” by Mike Cronin of Boston College in Dublin, Ireland, titled “Food.”
An emotional and provocative “John R. Betts Honor Address” by Larry Gerlach of the
University of Idaho, titled “Confronting History.”
A superbly researched and written “Graduate Student Essay Award Lecture” by Cat
Ariail of the University of Miami, titled “Between the Boundaries: The Athletic
Citizenship Quest of Carlota Gooden.”
Thank you to Jan Todd and the Program Committee for a new look to the
Convention Program: a comprehensive 8 ½ x 11 spiral bound booklet with color
photos and grid style schedule of presentations. This new format allowed
for would
more like to contribute to the NASSH
If you
photographs and easy to access information about the convention and Honor
Newsletter please contact the editors.
Address and Graduate Study Essay presenters, as well as a page on “NASSH
GarySocial
James: gary.james@mmu.ac.uk
Media Guidelines.
Susan Rayl: susan.rayl@cortland.edu
A team of 15 NASSH members selected the best article for each year of the first
twenty years of the Journal of Sport History. Winners can be found at
http://www.nassh.org/NASSH/content/nassh-launches-journal-sport-history-articleaward
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Mr Fixit Recognized
At the Atlanta convention Wray Vamplew was
recognized for his contribution to NASSH with his
selection for the NASSH Service Award. Sadly,
despite attending the convention, Wray had to
leave before the banquet and was unaware of
the accolade.
Alison Wrynn made the announcement and
talked of Wray’s achievements and his ability to
‘fix’ things, describing him as Mr Fixit. Here Wray
provides his thanks:
I was fortunate to receive the NASSH Service
Award at this year’s conference in Atlanta. Less
fortunately nobody leaked the information so I
wasn’t there to receive it in person. Gary James,
a colleague of mine at Manchester Metropolitan
University, collected it on my behalf and a formal
presentation took place at a public engagement
lecture which I delivered in June.

Professor Dave Day presenting Wray with his
award at a public lecture in June 2016
I am appreciative of the honour. Essentially it
was for six years “work” as editor of the Journal
of Sport History in which I brought it back on
schedule after a serious hiatus. I was appointed
following an interview during the 2006
Conference at Glenwood Springs. Was it an
omen that nearby there is a community called
Wray? I well remember each subsequent NASSH
business meeting with the perennial query of
when will publication be up-to-date, to which the
perennial reply was ‘we are getting there’. And
we did and also secured citation status with
Elseiver. None of this could have been achieved

NASSH AWARDS
without the dedicated work
of assistant editor Joyce Kay,
technical editor JoDee
Dyreson and the efforts of
the Editorial Board and other
reviewers.
I think the Journal of Sport
History benefitted from my
involvement, even if it took
me a while to stop labelling
it Sports not Sport. You
Americans and your abuse of
the English language! I
certainly benefitted
personally, not just in the
colleagues I dealt with but
also in the post-retirement
avenues that it opened up
for me.
My work on the journal led
directly to an invitation to
become Managing Editor of
the International Journal for
the History of Sport and the
skills I picked up and the
contacts I made enabled me
to edit two multi-volume
sports history collections,
Sports History: Critical
Concepts in Sports Studies
(Routledge: 2014) and Sports
History: Issues, Debates and
Challenges (Sage: 2016), the
latter with Mark Dyreson.
Mark has also joined with
me and John McClelland as
general editors of the sixvolume Bloomsbury Cultural
History of Sport, an exciting
academic project as each
volume covers a different
historical period but have
the same eight chapter titles.
Wray Vamplew, Emeritus
Professor of Sports History,
University of Stirling and
Visiting Research Professor in
Exercise and Sport Science,
Manchester Metropolitan
University.

At the 2016 Annual
Convention, the following
annual awards were
announced:
Susan Birrell's service to sport
history was recognized
through the NASSH
Recognition Award. Wray
Vamplew was presented with
the NASSH Service Award for
his contribution to the
development of the Society.
Book Award - Best
Monograph:
Rita Liberti & Maureen M.
Smith. (Re)Presenting Wilma
Rudolph. Syracuse University
Press. ISBN 978-0815633846
Book Award - Best Edited
Collection:
Chris Elzey & David K. Wiggins
(eds.). DC Sports: The
Nation’s Capital at Play.
University of Arkansas Press,
2015. ISBN 978-1557286772
Joseph Arbena Award:
Michael Wood (University of
Alabama)
Diversity Award:
Emmanuel Macedo
(University of California –
Fullerton)
Dissertation Travel Award:
Joanna Mellis (University of
Florida)
Adam Berg (The Pennsylvania
State University)
Dain TePoel (University of
Iowa)

LEGACY COMMITTEE
At the 44th NASSH Annual Convention in Atlanta it
was agreed to establish a Legacy Committee with the
following initial appointments: Bob Barney (Chair),
Nancy Bouchier, and Maureen Smith.
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NASSH 2016 PHOTOS

The Legacy Committee is tasked with identifying and
honoring with memorial recognition the deaths of
“NASSH family members” during the year.
The Legacy Committee, through communication with
the NASSH membership, is also tasked with
encouraging gifts to NASSH in the estate planning of
NASSH family members.
If any member hears of the passing of a NASSH family
member please inform Bob Barney of the Legacy
Committee via rkbarney@uwo.ca
At the Atlanta convention the committee memoralized
the following:

Jane Adair Brichford,
1923-2015

Guy Maxton Lewis,
1925-2013

Richard Donald Mandell,
1925-2013

David Quentin Voigt,
1926-2015

Further details of these NASSH family members can be
found on the NASSH website.

More
Images on
the
NASSH
facebook
page
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Next NASSH Convention
The 2017 Annual Convention of the North
American Society for Sport History will convene on
the campus of California State University Fullerton, from May 27 to May 29, 2017.
Registration Fees: = $295 (early bird), $315
(regular), $195 (Graduate Student)
The call for papers and sessions will be issued in
November 2016.

Conferences &
Conventions
NASSS – North American
Society for the Sociology of
Sport, November 2-5, 2016,
Tampa Bay, FL.
www.nasss.org
AHA – American Historical
Association, January 5-8,
2017, Denver, CO
www.historians.org
Shape America – Society of
Health and Physical
Educators, March 14-18,
2017, Boston, MA.
www.shapeamerica.org

Letters
The NASSH newsletter is for all members and we
would like to encourage readers to email your
content and views to the newsletter. We would
like readers to use this opportunity to outline their
current research projects, ask for support,
highlight issues that may be of interest across the
sports history community.
Our letters page will give members the
opportunity to highlight their own research, or
comment on academic material. We would like to
encourage debate and engagement through the
newsletter.
Please email your letters to the editors:
Gary.james@mmu.ac.uk
susan.rayl@cortland.edu

Not a Member? Join
now:
If you would like to find out more about NASSH
please check out our website: www.nassh.org and
find out more about membership. To join see:
http://www.press.uillinois.edu/journals/jsh.html
There are several membership options, and these
are: Regular Membership $60.00, Foreign Regular
Membership $70.00, Student Membership $30.00,
Retired Membership $30.00, Sustaining
Membership* $95.00 & Life Membership
$700.00.

NASSM – North American
Society for Sport
Management, May 30 – June
3, 2017, Denver, CO.
www.nassm.com
ASSH – Australian Society for
Sport History, 3-6 July 2017,
Sydney, NSW. This will be the
40th anniversary of the first
Sporting Traditions
conference.
www.sporthistory.org
ISHPES – International Society
for the History of Physical
Education and Sport
www.ishpes.org (must be a
member to enter the website)

NASSH
Committee
News
NASSH has several
committees that assist with
governance. What are the
committees? Who chairs
each committee? Go to
www.nassh.org and click on
“About NASSH” then
“Governance.” Minutes from
the Business Meeting held
annually at each Convention

can also be accessed under
“Governance.
Rita Liberti, Patricia Vertinsky,
and Tina Parratt were elected
as the new Nominations
Committee.
The new Time and Site
Committee includes: Amanada
Sweinbenz, Mac Ross, Aaron
Hoberman, Linda Borish, and
Susan Rayl, Chairperson.
The University of Manitoba in
Winnipeg will host the 2018
NASSH Convention. Time and
Site is seeking bids to host the
2019 and 202 conventions.
Please contact Susan Rayl:
susan.rayl@cortland.edu for
more information.
The Diversity Membership
Committee includes: Louis
Moore, Rita Liberti, and Vicki
Parascheck

Career News
In future issues we would like
to include details of career
related opportunities here.
We recognise that a twice
yearly newsletter will not be
able to keep up to date with
all opportunities, but if you
are aware of career news that
fits with the newsletter’s
printing schedule then please
let the editors know. We are
particularly keen to include
information on opportunities,
research funding and so on.

Your Input
Needed
We are keen to include your
news, profiles, views and
research interests in the
newsletter. Articles on your
experience of presenting at
other sports history
conferences, such as BSSH &
CESH, would be welcomed
too.

My First NASSH
By Katie Taylor
Presenting your research as a
graduate student at a major
conference can often be a nervewracking experience. How will
people respond to it? Will it be
deemed “good enough”? Will I get
the grilling of my life? So imagine
being a British graduate student
heading to NASSH for the first time
attempting to talk to a largely
American audience about one of
their sports!
Presenting on the history of
women playing American football
in the UK is scary enough let alone
to an audience who probably
know the sport even better!
The first evening and drinks
reception
was an initially
intimidating experience, knowing
just one other person attending
NASSH meant that trying to meet
people would be objective
number one. The wonderful thing
was that one introduction led to
another and another while others
would simply come up for a chat
and to introduce themselves.
It was clear from the conference
opening, when graduate students
were asked to stand up and were
applauded for their attendance,
that everything was probably
going to be fine. I had initially
perceived not presenting until the
final day as a negative, I simply
wanted to get the panel over and
done with so I could relax and
enjoy the conference but it turned
out to be an advantage.
I went to the first panel on US
Soccer History and very quickly
any fears that I had about my own
presentation style and potential
grillings from those in attendance
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were swiftly reduced. It was evident from every panel that morning,
and those thereafter, that this was a supportive environment where
people’s primary objective was to find out about the fascinating work
being done by others and any questions were aimed at genuinely
wanting to find out more. People presented in a variety of ways with
no particular style being prevalent; the focus was on what people had
to say rather than how it was delivered.
The Monday morning swiftly came around and, despite initial nerves, it
was a fantastic experience. As evidenced on other panels the feedback
was very positive and there was a clear interest to find out more about
my research. More people coming up to discuss my work following the
panel, throughout the day, and even into the evening was fantastic and
a huge boost to see the interest in the work that I am doing.
If any graduate student is nervous about speaking at NASSH then don’t
be! The whole atmosphere is one of support, interest and the sharing
of academic ideas, not to mention the social aspect which could be a
whole separate article!
I hope to see you all in California.
Katie Taylor is a PhD student at De Montfort University

Left: Katie presenting her research ‘Not Mentally Able’: A Media Study
of Opportunities and Constraints for Women Playing American Football,
1880-1950
The NASSH Newsletter is keen to receive your articles. We are
particularly keen to include articles from some of our longstanding
members on their convention memories. We would love to include
articles summarising NASSH conventions from earlier years and
memories of particular activities, talks and presentations, as well as
your feelings of presenting for the first time in this environment.
Please email one of the editors and hopefully we’ll be able to include
them in a future Newsletter. Thanks.

NASSH Newsletter Issue 1 Page 6

MEMBER PROFILES
Susan J. Rayl is an Associate Professor at the State University of New York at
Cortland. She teaches introductory and upper level courses in the history of
sport and physical activity, as well as courses in coaching, and aesthetics of
sport. Her research focuses on the African-American experience in the 20th
century. She has written extensively on the New York Renaissance professional
black basketball team, publishing an article,” The Real Renaissance
Contribution of John Isaacs” in the Spring 2011 issue of the Journal of Sport
History. Two upcoming books, Separate Games and Before Jackie Robinson will
feature her contributions on The New York Renaissance Basketball Team and
Robert L. Douglas, owner/manager of the Rens, respectively.
Rayl has also presented papers at NASSH on people and topics such as Milton Campbell, Walter and Nettie
George Speedy, Nawal el Moutawakel, Rodney Milburn, The Renaissance Ballroom, and The John Henry “Pop”
Lloyd Humanitarian Awards. Rayl’s life outside of academia and sport history includes caring for her numerous
cats, a love for photography, and attendance at live concerts, especially those of Earth, Wind & Fire.
Gary James is a lecturer within the Department of Exercise and Sport Science at
Manchester Metropolitan University (MMU), England. His recent research focuses
on the birth of association football in the Manchester region, considering the
teams, players, personalities and supporters that helped shape the growth of the
game in that city. He has published extensively on association football, both
commercially and academically, with his recent commercial publications including
Manchester A Football History, Manchester The City Years and Joe Mercer: Football
With A Smile.
Two of his academic articles are currently the most read in their respective journals, Sport in History and Soccer
and Society, with a third paper the third most downloaded in the International Journal of the History of Sport.
His latest article on Historical Frameworks and Sporting Research was published on September 1, 2016:
http://www.tandfonline.com/doi/full/10.1080/09523367.2016.1221816. He has also written for publications
such as the (London) Times and Manchester Evening News and is a member of International Sport, Leisure and
History at MMU. He is on the judging panel for the National Football Museum’s Hall of Fame (the English
Association Football museum). Gary has provided consultation services to numerous soccer organisations,
including New York City FC, Melbourne City FC, Manchester United FC and Manchester City FC and is regularly
consulted by media organisations across Europe and, occasionally, in the States.

If you would like to contribute your own Member Profile
please contact the editors.
Gary James: gary.james@mmu.ac.uk
Susan Rayl: susan.rayl@cortland.edu

Syracuse University Press Call for Manuscripts
Syracuse University Press invites new manuscripts for
consideration in our Sports and Entertainment series.
The series focuses on the study of sport across myriad
disciplines and in public life, and to date has published
books that examine sport from historical, sociological,
political, economic, gender, and literary approaches.
We seek projects that analyze the internal histories of
particular sports, and also cutting edge scholarship
that explores the relationship between sport and such
social and cultural variables as business, education,
government, international relations, journalism,
media, ethnicity, and race.
Building on the growth of the study of sports in recent
decades, these books bridge the gap between
academic scholarship and general readers. As such,
the series will include anthologies, texts, translations,
reissues of seminal and out-of-print modern classics,
works of literature and non-fiction, and other books
primarily intended for the general reader.
Recent publications include the 2016 NASSH award
winner for best monograph, (Re)Presenting Wilma
Rudolph by Rita Liberti and Maureen Smith; and The
Sport of Kings and the Kings of Crime: Horse Racing,
Politics, and Organized Crime in New York, 1865–1913
by Steven Riess. For detailed information about
submitting a proposal, visit:
http://syracuseuniversitypress.syr.edu/guidelines.html
Series Editor: Professor Steven A. Riess, Northeastern
Illinois University
s-riess@neiu.edu: steven-riess@sbcglobal.net
Acquisitions Editor: Suzanne Guiod, Editor-in-Chief
Syracuse University Press, seguiod@syr.edu

NEXT ISSUE
We look to the NASSH membership for additional ideas
and content for this bi-annual newsletter. Please send
your ideas to Gary James or Susan Rayl.
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International Football
History Conference - Call for
Papers
The inaugural International Football History
Conference will take place at the City Football
Academy, Manchester City Football Club, Manchester
M11 3FF, England on 15 & 16 June 2017. Organized by
International Sport & Leisure History at Manchester
Metropolitan University.
This is a call for papers to be presented at the
inaugural International Football History conference to
be staged at Manchester City’s City Football Academy,
close to the Etihad Stadium in Manchester. The
conference will be held over two days (15th and 16th
June 2017) and there will be an opportunity to present
on any topic relating to the history of football. We are
particularly keen to include papers focusing on
football’s origins, regional histories, gender, race and
issues within football.
Proposals for twenty-minute papers should be sent to
Dr. Gary James via email (gary.james@mmu.ac.uk) by
15 December 2016. Abstracts are welcomed from
researchers from any discipline, so long as they adhere
to the themes of the conference and of football
history (including football of all codes). Proposals
should be a maximum of 200 words long.
There will also be the opportunity to present a
summary of your research in a Pecha Kucha style (20
slides with maximum of 20 seconds per slide). If you
would like to present in this format please state clearly
that this will be a Pecha Kucha style presentation in
your 200 word proposal.

